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Center for non-lethal weapon research open at Brooks

by Rudy Purificato, 311th Human Systems Wing

BROOKSAFB, Texas— The Air Force Research

Laboratory and the Department of Defense Joint
Non-L ethal Weapons Program Integrated Product
Team, asknown as INLWP-IPT, signed an historic
agreement Thursday, June 7 at Brooks Air Force
Base. The agreement launched anew erafor non-
lethal weapons devel opment by the establishment
of the Joint Non-L ethal Weapons Human Effects
Center of Excellence, or INLW-HECOE.

Marine Corps Col. George Fenton, director, Joint
Non-L ethal Weapons Directorate, on behalf of the
chair of the INLWP-IPT, Lt. Gen. Emil Bedard,
deputy commandant for Plans, Policies and Op-
erations; and Brig. Gen. Paul Nielsen, Air Force
Research Laboratory commander, signed aMemo-
randum of Agreement at the Frank M. Tejeda Di-
rected Energy BioeffectsL aboratory wherethe new
Human Effects Center of Excellenceis|ocated.

The agreement formalizes a decision made last
year by the Marine Corps, as executive agent for
non-lethal weapons research that created the
JINLW-HECOE withinthe AFRL. AFRL'sHuman
Effectiveness Directorate was selected to manage
the new human effects center on the strength of
itsmany contributionsto non-ionizing el ectromag-
netic radiation research conducted here since 1968.

Since 1994, Tri-Serviceradio frequency radia-
tion and laser human effects research here has
made Brooks AFB the world's largest research

LAUNCHING OF A NEW ERA — Air Force Research Labora-
tory Commander Brig. Gen. Paul D. Nielsen (center) together
with Marine Corps Col. George Fenton, director of the Joint
Non-Lethal Weapons Directorate preside over the ceremonial
ribbon cutting of the Joint Non-Lethal Weapons Human
Effects Center of Excellence. Lt. Col. Dennis M. Scholl,
AFRL Human Effectiveness Directorate, Bioeffects branch
(pictured left) looks on. (USAF photo by SSgt. Sabrina
Johnson)

center for ng human effects of directed

energy. On-going AFRL non-lethal weapons human effects
studies include acoustic, kinetic and TASERA& (stun gun) re-
search.

Col. Fenton emphasizesthat establishing credible human ef-
fects characteristicsisthefoundation and acore element of the
JINLW program, providing value-added to the materiel devel-
opers and usersin thefield.

“This(INLW-HECOE) isone-of-a-kind intheworld. Thecen-
ter will act asthe central repository of human effects data, will
analyze human effects (research) for non-lethal weapons pro-
gram managers, and will coordinate human effects modeling
and research efforts,” said Dr. Michagl Murphy, chief of INLW-
HECOE. Murphy’s INLW-HECOE team consists of associate
chief Dr. B. Jon Klauenberg and several civilian contractors.

The center’s primary mission isto serve as a DoD resource
on human effects data during the entirelife cycle of non-lethal
weapons devel opment and acquisition. The INLW-HECOE is
tasked to assess both effectiveness and risk of unintended
effectsfor all non-lethal candidate weapon systems.

Murphy, whoisalso Radio Frequency Radiation Branch chief
for AFRL'sHuman Effectiveness Directorate, said, “ This(cen-
ter) fitsinto City Base as BrooksAFB becomesan even broader
center for research. | believe this agreement is the foundation
for alot of additional research work.”

Besides DoD benefiting from non-lethal weapons human ef-
fects research here, other federal agencies potentially could
benefit as well including the Justice Department and Depart-
ment of Transportation, Murphy said. @



